
A weekend on the farm ɀ UK F3K team in Kentucky, USA  
 

 

Most people who have any interest in hand-
launched gliders will know the name of Bruce 
Davidson, either from his appearances in the 
wŀŘƛƻ /ŀǊōƻƴ !Ǌǘ ΨaŀǎǘŜǊ-/ƭŀǎǎΩ 5±5Ωǎ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
from hanging out at the various internationals 
that he competes in. After securing a 20 acre 
plot of land and the shell of a house several 
years ago, Bruce and his wife Christine have 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘŜǊƳŀƭ CŀǊƳέΦ 
With the property complete and some hard 
work to manage field into a condition suitable 
for F3K competition it was time to put the 
dream in-place and hold an event in his own 
backyard.  

 

Lƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ άǘƘŜ ōǊǳŎŜέ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ CоY 
event in the USA and has attracted over 70 pilots from all over the 
world (including Australia, New Zealand, England, Germany, 
Switzerland and Sweden). With the first ever F3K World Championships 
being held next year, a team of enthusiastic UK pilots decided to make 
the 4500mile journey for the chance to fly against pilots some of whom 
will no-doubt be in their own national teams. 

The UK team was Nick Chitty, Lorry Green, Mike Stern and me (Richard 
Swindells) as pilots and Hayley Hawes as my timer.  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ōǊǳŎŜέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ-man 
team scores which win the biggest trophy (a giant metal farmyard 
άŎƻŎƪέ ύ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŜǘǎ ȅƻǳǊ άƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŎƪέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ 
going to Joe Wurts and Mike Sied. Other top names competing this 
year included : - 

- tƘƛƭ .ŀǊƴŜǎ Υ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ŦƻŀƳ ŎƻǊŜǎ ƻǊ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ōŀƎƎŜŘ ǿƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿǎ tƘƛƭΩǎ name, his instructional video 
has been seen by thousands and he is always certain to feature in the fly-off at any major event. 

- hƭŜƎ DƻƭƻǾƛŘƻǾ Υ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ Ψ¢ŀōƻƻ D¢Ω ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΧ hƭŜƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴŜ of the nicest, most genuine guys you can meet 

- .ǊǳŎŜ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ Υ ά¢ƘŜ .ǊǳŎŜέ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΧ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƴƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
- Mike Smith : USA F3F, F3J and F3F team member, winner of the World Soaring masters 2006 and another star of 

the Master-/ƭŀǎǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 5±5Ωǎ 
- Jonas Blomdhal : Winner of the 2008 German open, the largest F3K competition ever held with over 120 pilots, 

also part of the team who design, build and market the Sirius  
- Mattias Hammarskiöld : The other half of Momentum Models Sirius team, Mattias is already qualified to 

represent Sweden at next years World Champs 

  



 

                                                                          Mass Launch on the practice day 

 

The UK 2 man teams were Nick Chitty with Lorry Green , Mike Stern and Richard on the other.  

Friday was the official practice day, but having counted as many as 32 pilots in the air at one point, those of us who 
arrived a day or two earlier were glad we made the most of the clear sky on those days! Given the busy airspace there 
were surprisingly few mid-airs, although great care had to be taken not to launch through other peoples models 
scratching for lift overhead. For the majority of the day we decided to sit back and relax under the tree next to our small 
camp as it was HOT HOT HOT (already in ǘƘŜ флΩǎ ŀǘ уΥолŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƛŘύ 

Friday evening saw calm winds and a slight cooling, so the chance to create and test some gap-seals for the ailerons on 
bƛŎƪǎ ƴŜǿ ¢ǿƛǎǘŜǊнΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΧ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀŘŜŘ άthY9wέ 
(you have to nominate the flight time you think 
you can achieve before you launch. Maximum of 
5 nominations and you MUST achieve each 
nomination before proceeding) The flat calm air 
suggested that we might be able to treat this as 
5x2min flights and not have to worry too much 
on risky gambles. 

The plan was set back by a huge storm on 

Saturday morning, including tornado sirens in the 

distance and some very impressive clouds & 

lightening. Although the sky cleared around 

ммŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƘŜŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ 

we were left with blustery conditions and tricky 

air meaning that pilots would have to be more 

conservative with their nominated flight times. 



Unfortunately in this first round I lost a few seconds because I aborted an attempt in order to re-launch into better air, 
rather than risk not making my time. However because of this quick decision I still managed to achieve 919 points (each 
slot winner gets 1000 points and the remaining pilots times are normalised against this). Nick and Lorry were unable to 
achieve all of their nominated times so dropped a few points.. However Mike Stern flew an excellent round that we 
thought might have a chance of 1000 points, only to find another pilot had given a single nomination of 9:59 and 
achieved it!!! I have never seen this before and it deserves to be rewarded as the most gutsy flight of the weekend. 

The rest of the day saw us complete 5 more rounds, which became a bit of a blur, but I knew that Mike and I had posted 
some good scores which had put me in 5th and Mike was just off a fly-off position too. Nick and Lorry had a couple of 

slightly disappointing rounds, however with both flying 
brand new models I really do think that this could be 
down to gaining familiarity. 

 

Saturday night is always party night at 2 day events, 
and this time we took a trip for a buffet at Claudia 
Sanders Dinner House (Wife of the famous KFC Colonel 
), and then back to the Thermal Farm for some 
moonshine, fireworks and nightflying (hard-hats and 
fluro jackets were supplied of course!) 

 

 

 

Sure enough, Sunday morning came with a bit of a sore head, although I knew that I just had to fly consistently for 3 of 

the next four rounds to assure a fly-off place. Mike Stern was keen to gain those extra few placings and secure a flyoff 

place. 

Nick and Lorry were also determined to gain some places on the Sunday and both followed this up with some fantastic 
flying that move them well up the results table. Nick posted a set of scores that would have surely seen him in the fly-off 
ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ [ƻǊǊȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ {ǘƻōŜƭ о ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
competition from Germany. Mike Stern posted solid scores which put him comfortably in the flyoff.  

 

  

Ever wondered what a DLG launch looks like at midnight with fireworks 
attached? 



I managed three good scores which had put me up to third place. In the 
final round I was up against the two pilots above me in the tables and 
managed to take enough points off them to finish in 1st place in the 
Ƴŀƛƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΗΗΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ȅŜǘ ΧΦ .ǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΗΗ 

Unfortunately the performance of Mikes models was a little down on 
the rest of the field for the fly-off and he struggled to reach the lift. 
However with a new Twister2 on order there is no doubt he would have 
been at or near the top of the fly-off rankings. 

I suffered a poor flight on the 2nd flyoff round that I thought had put me 
out of contention, however managing to run away in time from a nasty 
cycle of sink in the last round put me in a final position of 2nd place. 

However the best news was still to follow, Mike and me made 1st place 
in the overall team event! This was the icing on the cake for a perfect 
weekend and really shows that the UK pilots are firmly on the map for 
next years World Champs. 

aȅ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ IŀȅƭŜȅΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ 
ƘŀŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŦƭȅƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ IŀȅƭŜȅΩǎ 
ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{! ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΧ !ƴŘ ƻŦ 
course to Bruce and Christine for hosting such an amazing event. We 
will be back for sure. 

 

 

 


